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To our esteemed customers, 

with this supplement, we would like to introduce to you all the peculiarities and characteristics of the natural material, 

natural stone. If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Condensed stardust, meteor showers, cooling of the earth‘s crust, continental shifts, folding-up of the mountains, fire-

breathing volcanoes, ice ages, storm surges, origins of life,  all those  are witnesses and part of the history of our planet, 

impressive in their beauty and uniqueness:  the natural stones of our earth.

As strange as it may sound, the natural stone is a „grown“ material, even if it needed millions of years. Depending on 

the geological conditions under which a stone type emerged, we find typical features in all natural stones which show 

their special characteristics and make them unique. 

We only may process and offer this material as nature provides it. This needs to be recognized and respected. In this 

regard it can be said that each slab of natural stone is unique.

INFORMATION ABOUT NATURAL STONES



1. IMPORTANT USAGE PROPERTIES 
In the natural stone craft we make a distinction between two groups of stone,  the hard and the soft stones.

The hard stone types include granites, gneisses and quartzite and in general it is to say that they cannot get scratched by 

household equipment.  Improper violence is not considered in this regard. Hard stones are impervious against stains and 

are resistant against acids.

This is somewhat different with the soft stone types like marbles, limestones and some sandstones. Sharp objects or the un-

glazed edges of porcelain or ceramics can cause here fine scratches in the surface polish. These stone types need greater 

care. Nevertheless, it applies, that the usage properties are still significantly more robust compared to a lacquered wooden 

surface or glass. However, soft stones are sensitive to acids.

2. SLAB GRAIN AND SURFACES 
Homogeneous stone types 

For homogeneous stone types, the color and stone grain are almost equally distributed over the entire slab area.  

A hand sample is sufficient for the selection. 

Grained and Structured Stone slabs

The grained and structured stone slabs show an irregular color and mineral distribution like clouds, lines and veins.  

For these slabs either a personal selection in our company‘s own stone park in Immenstaad/Lake Constance or an online 

selection from our online stock at: www.draenert.de/de/material/stein is recommended. 

Surfaces

Different stone surface treatments are offered for our natural stone slabs:

a) Polished surface: the stone top will be polished in 6 to 7 sanding passes, only with diamond grinding discs and  

 water to a high-gloss mirror finish.

b) Matt surface: the last finest sanding process is left out, with the result of a dull matt surface.

c) Leathered surface: To achieve this surface look, steel and plastic brushes are used instead of the grinding wheels.  

 The softer minerals in the stone are worked out relief-like, which make the so-called leathered look.

3. STONE CHARACTERISTICS
Craquelé  

Each rock is composed of a large number of different minerals. Fine, mesh-like hair-fissures are visible in the mirror view  

of the polished surface between the respective crystals. These are more or less distinctive with the different stone types.



Crevices and pores

Especially in marbles, as well in granite  stone tops can be found small holes in the polished surface. They originate from 

gas inclusions or from cavities between the individual crystals. It is not always possible to fill them up with synthetic resin, as 

this leads to unsightly stains on some stone surfaces or will be washed out during the polishing procedure. They belong to 

the classic natural stone features and are no reason for a claim. So treated areas remain visible as matte spots in the mirror 

view, because the synthetic resins cannot be polished to a high gloss surface. 

Cracks and veins  

All rocks are exposed to enormous pressures in the earth‘s crust, especially due to the permanent continental drift. That 

is why every rock is permeated by cracks and fissures.  In the polished stone top the hair-fine, irregular lines, sometimes 

several centimeters long,  are visible, as well as different-colored branch-like veins. In the vast majority, these former „fault 

lines“ have minerally healed over the millions of years and again form a firm bond with the surrounding rock. However, they 

remain visible and above all, can also be felt, since the ingrown minerals that are mostly softer. However, there must not 

be feared a static risk for the stone top. Open cracks inevitably lead to the breakage of the stone slab during the surface 

processing and are sorted out by our experts right from the start. Sometimes the corresponding markings can be found on 

the slabs.

4. ACID SENSITIVITY OF SOFT STONES 
A special important characteristic of marble, limestone, onyx and sodalite must be pointed out:  

These stone types are sensitive to acids!

Already after a very short exposure to acidic liquids, these stones get matte spots on the surface.

Acidic liquids are e.g.  wine, sparkling wine, fruit juice or mineral water. Acid stains in glossy polished surfaces cannot  

be repaired at site. Acid stains in leathered or matte surfaces, on the other hand, can sometimes be reworked at site  

with the DRAENERT Repair Set.

Please take greater care with soft stone surfaces and use glass coasters for their protection.

Based on our more than 50 years’ experience, however, we may say, that with a certain knowledge and comprehension, 

these stone types prove their worth in everyday’ s  use.  In relation to the more robust stone varieties there is not more 

feedback.

5. IMPORTANT CARE INSTRUCTIONS 
In general, the following basically applies: our stone tops are not sealed nor coated. Every kind of synthetic resin coating  

takes away the brilliance of the crystals and the character of this natural material. We only polish with water and diamond 

grinding discs. Since almost all minerals absorb liquids, this feature is passivated by a factory impregnation for a sufficient 

suitability for use.

Regular aftercare with the DRAENERT Stone Care Set should be made quarterly to half-yearly, depending on use. The stone 

care is suitable for polished, leathered and matt stone surfaces.



Nonetheless, liquids penetrate the stone after a longer exposure and can cause stains. In most cases, these can be flushed  

into the depths by watering with distilled water. For grease and chemicals appropriate cleaners must be used.  

Please contact us in such cases.

6. WEIGHT ISSUE 

Furniture with natural stone tops is significantly heavier than wooden furniture. Nevertheless, an average dining table will 

not be more subject to pressure on the statics of a ceiling as four people standing together with a glass of sparkling wine. 

The bases of our tables are usually backed with felt pads, which is, why they are relatively well movable on smooth hard 

floors. For some models, we offer a roller mechanism in the base.

With this purchase you have acquired a high-quality piece of furniture largely handcrafted in our manufactory in Immen-

staad/ Lake Constance.  We have taken great care to a balanced design and the exact processing of the different materials.

We hope you will enjoy your new stone table.

Sincerely Yours,

DRAENERT STUDIO GMBH
Customer Service
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